TRANSITION-1876-79

London was a weekly journal, founded by Robert
Glasgow Brown, Stevenson's colleague on the Edin-
burgh University Magazine* and after December, 1877,
edited by Mr. Henley, who some time before had left
Edinburgh,

It was in page and type not unlike the World, and
to the omniscience necessary to an ordinary weekly
paper it added a strong flavour of literature. Much of
Mr. Henley's lighter verse appeared first in its columns,
and among its less irregular contributors were Mr.
Andrew Lang and the late Grant Allen and James
Runciman. It was a staunch opponent of Mr. Glad-
stone and all his works, and won the favourable notice
of Lord Beaconsfield, But the foundations of its finance
were laid in sand, and it survived its originator little
more than a year. It was the first paper edited by Mr.
Henley, but though he never admitted to his columns
work more brilliant of its kind, the Arabian Nights
series was supposed by more than one of the pro-
prietors sufficiently to account for the unpopularity of
their journal^

The conception of these stories is recorded in a letter
to R, A. M, Stevenson. ** The first idea of all was the
hansom cabs, which I communicated to you in your
mother's drawing-room in Chelsea. The same after-
noon the Prince de Galles and the Suicide Club were
invented, and several more now forgotten," The first
half was actually written partly at Burford Bridge,
partly at Swanston, while the Rajah's Diamond was

* Memories and Portraits^ p. 128.

a L, CopeComford, R0b$ft Louis Siivm$on9 p, 51. W. Blackwood
A Sons, 1899.
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